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i34 Publications of the 

example, in Orion, Perseus and Auriga ( ' Erichthonius ), the latter 
almost incredible and not worthy of a Durer. Remark, also, the 
head-gear of the four astronomers in the corners ! Those of Mani- 
lius and of Al Sufi may be all right; but that Ptolemy should have 
worn a beaver-hat, or Aratus what looks almost like a derby, one 
cannot well imagine ! In the left-hand lower corner of the map for 
the southern hemisphere you will find the names of the authors — 
Stabius, Heinfogel and Durer — and what each of them has con- 
tributed to the work." 

I am sure that my friend Dr. Peters will allow me to print this 
private note on a very interesting portion of the history of astronomy 
about which his ripe scholarship allows him to speak with authority. 

W. M. Conway, Esq., of London, author of a work on Durer, 
kindly writes me to say that Thausing's Life of Durer (II, 1 22, 1 23, 
1 80) refers to the maps in question. E. S. H. 

Reports of the Solar Eclipses of January and of Decem- 
ber, 1889. 

The edition of the report of the eclipse of January, 1889 has 
been distributed, and there are no more copies on hand. The report 
on the December eclipse is in course of preparation. It will proba- 
bly contain : 

I. Reports on the Total Solar Eclipse of December, 1889, by 
Messrs. Holden, Burnham, Schaeberle, Barnard. 

II. Reports on the Total Eclipse of the Moon of July, 1888, by 
all the astronomers. 

III. Catalogue of the Library of the Lick Observatory, by 
Edward S. Holden. It will be illustrated with silver prints from 
the eclipse negatives and from drawings, etc. E. S. H. 

"The California Earthquakes (1850-88) and their Rela- 
tion to Eclipses of the Sun and Moon." 
[By Dr. F. K. Ginzel]. 

Under this title Dr. Ginzel (Astronomer in the Royal Observa- 
tory of Berlin) has printed two articles in Himmel und Erde for 
March and April, 1890, to which attention is called. The immediate 
object of Dr. Ginzel's essay is to demolish the theory by which Dr. 
Falb of Vienna claims to predict earthquakes; and this object is 
accomplished in a neat, workmanlike and unanswerable manner. His 



